From The Chairman

The season isnow more than haf-way
through and dready it's been the best
ever, with the lawns in supeb
condition (and will g&t even beter
next year), an image update, an dmog
doubling in dze of the Croque
Chdlenge and membership a& arecord
high of over 60!

Following a suggesion from one of our members I've
put mug shots of as many of you as posible ingde the
Club Housg, a the entrance to the Ladies Changing
Room. Soif you don't know someone ese on the lawns
you can look them up! Weére mising a fev members
2 if you want to be included and aren't there please
£nd me a qitable photo of yourdf. I'll be taking
photos a the BBQ (see bdow), <0 will hopefully catch
up with afew morethen.

All of you should have seen the new Sgnsincorporating
our new logo on the sde of the Equipment Store and
the far 9de of the Club House To complement this
weve produced iron-on tranders of our new logo
aitable for T-ghirts, cgps éc. These are avalable from
the Club House (on board oppodte door), price £2.00
eech, together with an ingruction legflet. We hope to
have sow-on badges and T-shirts caps etc with printed
logosto order later thisyear.

New Club Sessions

There have conggently been alarge number of players
atending Club Afternoons typicdly about 20, and
weve had to usethe Bowling Green on some occasons
Because of this and with some demand for more
‘professond’ Galf playing wereinitiating two addition
Club Sesdons - Asociation on Wednesday mornings
from 10am and Golf Handicgp Sngles (primarily) on
Thurday evening from 5pm. The latter should prove
usgful for those of usgill working!

Member News

Mog of you will be avare by now that Jeen Heath, a
long-time, gdwat member of the dub, and a pat
committee member, has died &ter along illness Our
sympathies are with her husband and family and were
now happy to see Derek back on the lawvns

Another member, Ursula Powdl, has recently had a
svere groke, but is now recovering in Kent & Sussex
Hogiitd. We wish ha a geady recovery, but
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unfortunatdy | don't think well be seeing her playing
croquet thisseason.

Lease

Wevefinaly managed to agree and Sgn the Lease with
Tunbridge Wels Borough Council! The fencing isn't
quite what we thought had been agreed, but it's dear
that the Council aren't going to replaceit, so wéll have
to enjoy the new gyle and use it to encourage more
gectatorsto actudly comein and play.

Summer BBQ

Thanksto Elaine and Mark Houdop well be having a
Ummer Barbeque on 22nd Augud a their home -
Nine Wed, Hungershdl Park, Tunbridge Wdls TN4
8NE. Nibbles a 6pm, with the main food a 7pm —
price £10 per head induding wine So far there are 15
people who ae coming - to resrve your place(s
contact Elaine on 01892 619192 before August 15" or
fill in the sheat on the notice board (which will be put
up shortly).

| hopeto s dl of you on the lavns or a the BBQ,
during Augug and September. Enjoy the weether while
it lagtd

Jon Diamond

Secretary's Notes

It's that time of year agan, when the deadline for
completion of the blocks for our internd competitions
is getting dosx and lots of games haven't yet been
played. So, if you're having trouble completing dl your
games please let me know ASAP. The completion date
for the blocks for dl eventsis 219 September and for
the firg round in the doubles is 17" August. Weve
planned a sngle Finds Day on 29th September, 0 if
you qudify for an event find, but can't play on tha
date pleese d 0 let meknow thisASAP

Congratulations to John Greenwood on winning the
Lewis Shidd. Hell be our repreentative & the All
England Regiond Find in September.

Mick Bddham

Lawns

With alot of efort from Tony and Gerdd the grounds
men and with hdp from our members the lawns have
been brought up to a high g¢andard and | am sure
everyone has gppreciated playing on flat fine grass We
have cut asshort as7mm but dare not go any lower this



year as the young grass is not fully egablished. The
lavns will be gorayed mid Augud to reduce the worm
cads and apply a Hective weed-killer. A ded has been
agreed with a turf care company to provide fertilisrs
etc a agood discount. We now have lavns we can be
proud of. Next year we can expect the lavn eed to
increase aswe cut even dhorter.

We have purchased a Sarrd ikeroller for our scarifier
to carry out summer aeration which promotes srong
growth and keeps the grass hedthy. Severd members
have been trained in its use and if you find you have
ome time available plesse goike a lavn or two. The
more aerdion it getsthe better.

Please can | remind you not to mark bdls with coing
but to use plagic markers which are avalable in the
bal-gore. Our mower recently hit a hard object but
luckily the damage was minimd.

Will any new member who has time to gae and is
willing to hdp with lavn maintenance tasks plesse
contact me. Currently | have a damaged ligament in
my ankle which precludes me from doing any of the
regular work so any hdp isgppreciated.

Findly, were currently experiencing some fox damage,
20 if you notice any holes pleaze fill them in and ds
remove any droppings from the lavns otherwise they'll
burn thegrass

Roger Marris

Coaching and Handicaps

Aaron Wegerby, currently ranked 6th in the World,
gave our Advanced Asociaion players two coaching
sssons a the end of June Obvioudy, we dl nexd to
tighten up on our 4-bal breskd Hopefully hell be able
to give some more nexded tuition when he returns to
TW in early September.

Those of you who are gradudly practisng Asodiation
Croquet and want a bit of coaching on spedific points
can get in touch with me and arange a convenient
time probably bes on one of the Thurgday evening
£s50ns because the club afternoons are a bit crowded.
However it is dill possble to use the Bowls Green
when dl lavnsarefull.

There are five copies of the notes tha Dan Long
brought back from the Summer School a Southwick, if
you would like a copy, see me. For Golf coaching and
basc hitting technique, again contact me if you need
some hep, for example on bisquetaking.

Please record dl your 'srious dub games and any
externd games on your Handicap cards, 0 tha you
can = how you ae progressing. Recording your
friendly games of dnges sparatdy can d< tdl you
how you are faring. If you don't have a Handicgp card
thereare plenty in the Club House

Those of you who &atended my asoaaion coaching
sssons might like to follow up by teaming up with
some of our more experienced players to get to grips
with dl the new shots and draegy involved in the
game. This would have to be outdde norma cub
sssons and Elaine Houdop will be happy to organise
times when we could meet together. Let her know if
thisisof interes to you.

John Habbs

Housekeeping etc

Degpite the wet Summer we s.em to have had many
afternoons of club croquet regularly atended by a least
twenty or more My thanks to dl those who have
prepared teaand daved over the open snk to make sure
everything is cleared away. Many hands make light
work!

John Hobbskindly produced arota, on an dphabetica
bads for the deaning of the dubhouse Could |
remind you to teke alook a the notice board to check
which wesk is your reponshility. Perhgps a tick
againg your name on completion of the task would be
agood idea

In case of any minor injuries anew FIRST AID KIT
has been put on the top shdf of the cupboard above
theteaand coffea

ElaineHoudp

Opening Day

After a long gdl of summery weether of course our
Opening Day for the Main Lavnswas quite chilly, but
dry. Neverthdess dmog 40 people turned up a some
dage during the day, with more than 25 for Elain€s
excdlent Mushroom Soup and Ploughman's Lunch.

The morning One Bal
Handicgp event was
contested by 10 players for
mog this beng thear firg
experience of the game
The handicgps vaied
between 24 and -0.5, ©
thee weae wme vey
different gyles of game to
be s=en. A dosdy contested
find between  Miriam
Reader and Ray Mesch saw
Ray run out the winner by
the narrowest of margins

The aternoon saw severd newcomersto the club beng
shown the ropes by experienced club members in a
mixture of Asodation and Golf playing during the
norma Club Session, with an oveflow having to use
the Bowling Green as the other 3 lavns were full. We
were obvioudy successful gnce two cheques for
membership were handed to Mick later in the day and
severd more new memberslook in prospect.



Findly, after tea (with gplendid cakes), about a dozen
players took to Lawvn 1 for a game of Piraes Much
hilarity ensued, obvioudy eveybody enjoyed
themsavesand I'm surethere mug have been awinner,
but nobody told me!

Many thanks mug go to Elaine for the food, Roger
Morris and his hdpes for the lavn and garden
maintenance and John Hobbs plus his hdpers for the
improved date of the club house and surrounds

Tournaments

Kent Cup

The Kent Cup is an individud competition amongs
membersof dl the dubsin Kent and rotatesaround the
county each year. This year was the fird in Tunbridge
Widls for some years and dlowed us to show off the
devdopment on our lavns A find cut jug as the
players arrived got the lawvns even, but they were ill
sad by dl participants to be too dow. Luckily, despite
the forecadt, the ran mogly hdd off and the second
afternoon wasalovey sunny one.

Participants from T unbridge Welswere Mick Bdcham
(Manager), Jon Diamond, John Hobbs and Chris
Surdy. In addition, Alex Jarding, a ex-member of
Tunbridge Wdls living in France and winner of the
Kent Cup twice, d< played. However, our players
didn't manage to do quite wdl enough with the finad
being conteted between two Medway players - David
Parkins and Robert Alexander, with Robert ending up
winne in aonedded find by +26. Jon Diamond was
third and Chris Sturdy won the Consolation Event.

Open Golf

Deyite beng hdd the same wesk-end as the SECF
Golf Team event & Southwick 10 players took part,
dthough only onewasnot from Tunbridge Wels (Né&l
Coote from Regate Priory). It was a 7-round Swiss
event on adightly blugery but mogly sunny day and a
pleasant introduction to tournament play for five of
our new membersthisyear.

After 5 rounds Nl Coote was the dear leeder having
won dl hisgames but helog the lag two and &fter the
anoke had dexred Neal, Miriam Reade, Frank
Gungone and Vd Rocca dl had 5 wins After a tie-
bresk on hoops soored;

Miriam, who best Nel by

7-3 in the find game, was

dedared the winner with

Nel as runner-up. A tight

finish, but everyone enjoyed

the day and learned a lot

about playing the game -

epecidly that if you receive

bisques they actudly need

to be usd if you're lodng! Miriam dso had her
handicap reduced to 5.

Open High Bisquers

Qunday 29th July saw us play hog to an Open High
Biqquers Tournament (Asociation), the fourth annud
one of itskind. Despite the riva atractions of the big
South Eagt Federation Golf Croquet fest a Southwick,
we had eght contegants from four dubs Vey heavy
overnight rain left the lawvns little short of squdchy a
the gat of play, but they dried out fag repidly to
provide good playing conditions as the cloud gave way
to sunshine

This year Richard Clak, as tournament manage,
opted for dightly longer games (four rounds of 14
point games played over one hour and a quarter each).
ill levelsquickly proved to be higher than in previous
years and a dear leader emerged in each of the blocks
Betty Body from Ivychurch won dl three of her Block
games vay convinangly, whilg John Wright from

Medway topped the ssocond Block. The play off
between thexetwo was athriller. When timewas cdled,
the game was even, but John had a bdl in his next
hoop. In extratime, dl hinged on Betty's long attempt
to roquet, which was narrowly missad. John tgpped his
way to glory and a handicap reduction.

Thethreelocd contenders Miriam Reeder, Ray M eech
and Dan Long dl acquitted themsdves creditably,
without this year hitting the high goots They will be
back for more next year asdl our vistorsvowed to be.

Future Tournaments

All players ae wdcome to our Open Handicgp
Asociaion Croquet event on  Saturday/Sunday
22"/23" September and our two-day Open Advanced
Croquet event on Saturday/ Sunday 1°/2™ September.

Entry forms for our Open events are on the webste
and in the Club House. Please send them in, with your
payment, to Mick assoon aspossible

Inter-Club Matches and Friendlies

SECF Leagues

So far of thefour matchesin each of the Leagues weve
won one and log one in the Golf Levd League, won
onein both the Golf Handicgp and B Leagues and logt
both games in the U League, 90 aout an average
performance Mug try harder...



SECF Team Doubles

Southwick wasapicture asusud on 12/13th May as 14
teams from dl over the South Eag Region played this
annua Asociation Doubles Event with 5 games over
the two days Medway turned out essy winngs -
asuring thar victory dter 4 rounds by winning al
ther games wdl ahead of the other teams

Our team of Mirian Reader & Jolyon Creassy
(Saturday)/Mick Bdcham (Sunday) and Jon Diamond
& Ann Boyle (Saturday)/Ray Meech (Sunday) didn't
peform brilliantly - each paring winning 2 games
Things could have been margindly beter as Jon
blobbed in Rover with his lag turn after time in the
fina game againg Ember; enauring a loss by one hoop
when he had an excdlent opportunity to ped Ray
through hisnext hoop to win the game Shame...

SECF Golf

We took two teams of four to this event a Southwick,
but unfortunately the team captain had to leave before
the prizeswere avarded, o0 don't know where we camel
Anyway, reports indicate that everyone who went
enjoyed themsdves

Friendlies

Weve had our traditiond one with Bromley (we share
two members) and hopeto have ome morelater in the
saon. Contact Ann Boyle if you're interesed in

playing/arranging one.

Marketing and PR

Bateman's NT

A dissgtroudy wet day on 30th May thoroughly soaked
San Oxenbury and Paul Barnard who volunteered to
try and teach some youngde's a Bateman's on one of
ther Family Days Thanks for their perseverance and
better luck next timel

Weve another one on the 15" August and hopeto have
better luck then!

Ightham Mote NT
Mog of the other playersfrom TW not involved in the
Kent Cup went off to avidt to Ightham Mote NT on

17th June to paticpae in one of ther family days
organisd by Sdwyn Ward. There were lots of people
there and the croquet proved a big atraction — we had
people literdly queuing to play throughout the whole
day — and even had to gay ‘open’ an hour or more
beyond the scheduled time. Everyone seemed to have a
good time and we had some genuine interes from
peoplein taking it further (tho' not necessrily with us
& inevitably, many came from farther afidd). Nationa
Trug people ssemed equaly wel pleased.

Corporate Challenge

The second year of this event, inaugurated as part of
Royd Tunbridge Wedls 400 lad year, was a grea
success with adoubling in the number of teams taking
pat to 11. Taking place on the evening of 6th July it
sadly didn't atract quite as many fectaors as the
other mgor gporting event in Tunbridge Welsover the
weekend - the Tour de France

The previous year's winner (Lovat Insurance Brokers)

entered an additiond team this year, but jud faled to

repeet ther previous success and had to give second-

bes to the team of winners Jm Page and Rob Kirwan

from the Blockley Partnership, alocd dentd practicein

Mount Ephram, who won dl four of their games
Runnersup  were
Tim Audgen and
Cheryl Bowden from
Lova. [We now
have 4 new members
& a realt of this
three from Lova -
Tim, Cheyl and
Robert Elkins plus
Jm Page]

Welcome

Findly, wecometo our many new membersthis year —
Tim Augen, Cheryl Bowden, Judy Brown, Angda and
Jff Chgpman, Duncan Cox, Robert Elking Michad
Gentry, Michad Greagdby, Vderie Jackson, Jm Page,
Joyce and Vd Rocca, Babara RossJones Michad
Sander and Kathy Youngman.

Important Diary Dates

Aug10  Golf Handicgp League v Ramgyate

Augl1l  Asxodaion U Lesguev Canterbury

Aug14  Ashdown Probus Session am

Aug15 FamilyDay @Baeman NT

Aug16  Asodation B League @Ember

Aug20 Asxodation U League @Compton

Aug22  Summer BBQ 6pm @NineWed,
Hungershdl Park

Aug23 B Leaguev Canterbury

Aug26  Private Paty 1lam-5pm

Aug30  Golf Handicap LeagueV Littlehampton

Sp /2  Open Advanced Tournament

Sp4 Crowborough U3A Session pm

Sp 11  Ashdown Probus Sesson am

Sp 15 Golf Levd League @ Southwick

S 22/23 Open Asociaion Handicap Tournament

S 29 CompetitionsFindsDay

S 30 Main LavnsCloang Day

Nov1l7 AGM, 1lam (coffee 10:30am), followed by
Lunch, 1pm goprox @Frant VillageHdl

Don't forget the lates dates information updates eic. are on the web-d9te, 0 if you're asked about Croquet or club
detalsjud direct them to http://www.tunbridgewd |scroquet.org.uk



