ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS
CROQUET CLUB

Newsletter - April 2006

From The Chairman

Excited? Wdl perhgps not yet but something is girring. As the mower comes out a home and the outside furniture
deaning beckons can croquet be far behind? It is time to ail the malet, pay the subscription, book the odd
tournament and begin the surreptitious practice | know some of you indulgein.

When can we begin in earnes? The bowling green in Caverley Groundsis ours for the season and will be our home
for the early weeks It islooking green and inviting and after alittle seesond care will be reedy for full play from Eager
Qunday, 0 when it iswarm enough, off you go! Colin Mabey (01892 527730) and Frank Gungone (01892 771194)
will harethe Wednesday and Sunday afternoon sesson arrangementsthisyear.

You may see our builder, Jason, working on our new equipment sore, pad for by your generous donations and grants
from Tunbridge Wdls Borough Council and Kent County Council. The dore is a ssparate building (in black and
white timber to match its neighbour) abutting the pavilion and will house our collection of mdlets bals and hoops
fresing up gace in the pavilion where we are planning what in TV termswould be caled a makeover. A sde door in
the new building will leed into the mgor equipment gore, the new home for the mowers aerator, Srimmer and other
itemswe are buying to make sure the new lavns get the best of care asthey settle down. Roger and Mick have worked
hard to make sure that what we buy does hot compromise on qudity but is purchased on very advantageous terms to
us

Thelavnsthemsdves are growing nicdy and are being coaxed towards playing condition under Roger’swatchful eye by
our Contractor, Bryan Judges, by our groundsmen and by willing volunteers  The dry conditions may dictate tha our
irrigation sysem has like our home hose pipes, to be kept frugratingly out of use, but it will do the new grass little
harm to learn to push itsroots desgper for moidure At leest we are assured that the seed we choseisthe best equipped
for drought surviva! Paul isorganisng atrid planting of a section of the north bank, adjacent to lawn 2, with ground
cove plantsto try to suppressthe weeds and improve the generd gppearance of the area. Any voluntearsto assig in the
planting please contact Paul.

So when will we be able to use the new lavns? It dl depends... on the weether, on growth and on very careful
judgement of when they are reedy without risk of longer teem damage  We are expecting full use in the later haf of
the season, and will let everyone know when it isposshble

So, an important date for your diary. The FORMAL OPENING is planned for the afternoon of Sunday, 16" duly.
The Mayor will perform the opening in the presence of represantatives of our goonsors the Croguet Association, the
South Ead Croquet Federation, Kent County Coundil and Tunbridge Wels Borough Council, the Gatwick Airport
Community Trug and the Lottery Foundation (Awardsfor All) - who between them will have contributed £26,000 to
the totd cods of nearly £40,000. The mog important guests our members have been generous not only in ther
donations but in the devotion of thar many diverse taents to make possible what for aandl dub istruly remarkable
Thelawvnswill be available to our membersthroughout the Saturday and Sunday of the Opening Weskend to mark this
achievement together.

So wha are you waiting for? Make sure your sub is paid, your donation if you are able to make one, consdered, and
get yoursdf down to thebowling green to begin what | am surewill be atruly memorable ssason.

All we need now isyour enthusasm, and if you can possbly achieveit, some of your friendsto join you.

Richard Clark



Secretary's Notes

If you haven't paid your subscription yet therés Hill timel Please send the form, together with payment, to Mick as
0n aspossble

More keyswill be cut for the Pavilion by the Bowls Lawn, but therés one on the Notice Board in the Club House It's
very important tha we lock the Pavilion (and the Gentstoilet) after use, and return the key to the Club House if it's
taken from there

The draw for our internd competitions will take place shortly. Due to the truncated ssason any blocks will be smaler
than usud to ensure they can be completed by October. If you haven't entered and want to do 0 please phone Mick
ASAP.

We will draw up arotafor deaning the dubhouse as has been donein previous years but firgd we have to get it ick
and gpan. Were dso hopeful of acquiring some kitchen cupboards which will need dismantling and then putting up. If
you arewilling to giveahand with D1Y, probably in late M ay, please get in touch with John Hobbs

Club Afternoons will gill be on Sundays and Wednedays but the additiond Association-only sesson has been
rescheduled to take more of a coaching focusfrom 4pm on Thursdays

As can be s2en from the detal about Crogue in the Park (bdow) were planning to play three of our home Asociation
League matches during that week and as many as possble of the avay machesin the firg hdf of the season. John
Hobbs and Derek Heath will bein touch with you if you're interesed in playing in these - when we know who were

playing.

In addition to the three Open Tournaments running as pat of the Croque in the Park wesk were running our
traditional Open Handicap Tournament (23/24 September). Please send in your gpplicationsfor theseto Mick as soon
aspossble (moreddailsand the entry form are on our webste and in the Club Houss).

Equipment Store

In recent yearsour mower hasbeen gored in ametd container behind the groundsmen hut down by the bowling green.
Thishas proved unstidactory asthe mower hasto be driven up the park pathsin order to reech thelavns Our am is
to be HAf-aufficent, having the mgority of equipment we require being Sored on Stewith easy accessto thelavns Late
lagt year we designed the maximum sze of building tha could eedly beingdled in the areato the wes of the pavilion.
This resulted in a building 4.6 x 3 metres divided into 2/3“ machinery sore and 1/3“ croquet equipment. A key
dement wastha the building should be detached from the Pavilion but had Smilar exterior gppearance We gpplied for
planning permision which was granted in December.
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After obtaining 3 tenders we sdected the one tha came dosest to our budget and the contractor is currently
congructing the building with completion by the end of April. We ds sought advice from the Police on sscurity and
incorporated many of their recommendationsin thefind desgn. The drawing bdow showsthe principle festures of the
dore

Alarms

Some of you who've been up to the Club House this year may have noticed that some externd darms have been fitted
by Roger, as areault of recommendations from the Police They're not fully working yet, but when they are some
ingructions on thar use will be made available So don't be darmed if they go off when you arrive — they gop dter a
few saoondd



Ball Trolleys

Our old bal trolleys have given good service but are now getting a bit rickety
0 Roger st about desgning new ones We looked a severd dedgns in
current use by other dubs and took the best festures from each to come up
with our preferred desgn. Each trolley contains dl the equipment required
for both primary and sscondary play on one lawvn induding a device to
extract gubborn hoopsfrom the lawn.

They have larger, wider, wheds normaly used in golf trolleys that will not
damage our new finelavns The bdls are gored verticdly in 4" pladic tubes
and each other item has a ecific location. The firg trolley is now complete
and the others are being assembled by Roger and Richard. We hope the
trolleys prove to be essy to manoeuvre down our new concrete ramp in front
of the equipment gore

Golf Croquet Coaching and Handicaps

Thereisanew book on Golf Croquet Tactics published by Michad Hague,

in which he gives lots of good advice and illugrates this with loads of
examples John Hobbs plans to work through these examplesin order to make you aware of opportunities when they
aisee Michad ds gives many examples of when to take bisques You can buy the book for yoursdf, but John will leave
his copy a the club, and d run short sessons on some of the examples of tactics and bisque taking. There should be
room in front of the bowls pavilion for abit of coaching.

Your handicap isafigure tha should change over time asyou ether geadily win or geedily lose The objectiveisthat if
you play a handicgp game with bisques you should have a 50% chance of winning, regardless of who you play. The
ided is to record sngles agang correctly handicgpped players from other clubs next isto play sngesin the club
competitions and record dl reaults third bes is to record ‘serious games of sngles that you play, with bisques if
needed, againg other members of the club. John will put anotice up in the Club House about how bes to record this
mix of gamesand dso Association handicgpping.

Marketing and PR

Were definitely repesting our two Exhibition Days a Ightham Mote, courtesy of the Nationd Trug, on 4" June and
23 July and will bevisting Chartwell sometime, date il to be arranged.

Our main efortsthisyear arefocussed on the officid Opening Day and our new idea— Croquet in the Park week.

With Royd Tunbridge Wdls cdebrating its 400th anniversary year, through sponsorship from the Borough Council
and The Courier, we thought it was gopropriate to add to the generd cdebrations with our own and d< use the
occadon to publicise oursdves and Croquet in Tunbridge Wdls

One of the main ams of the Croquet in the Park wesk isto dlow individuads small organistions and companies to
paticipate in afun and socid event for Royd Tunbridge Wdls 400. We are podtivdy aming at induding those who
have no experience of Croquet a dl.

On Bank Holiday Monday (28" August) therewill be agpecid Open Day; with asaries of shorter events, induding
demongrations and coaching ses5ons (free of charge) to the public. Given the higoric nature of RTW400 we hope
to haveamatch in higorica cogume during the afternoon.

Themain event of the wesk will be for novice players for those who have jugt played it in their back-gardensor not
picked up amallet — our Corparate Croquet Challenge Thiswill take placein the evenings during the Croquet in
the Park wesk (6-8pm), from Tuesday 29" Augud, with aFina being held on Friday 1% September. Thisfun, but
competitive, event isfor any organisation (company, volunteer, gportsetc.) or even afamily, to form teams of two
players who will play on one of these evenings, plusthe Find if they qudify. Multiple entries per organistion are
encouraged (perhgps as an internd friendly competition? There will be a nomina charge of £15 per team. Full
ingruction will be provided a the gart of each evening sesson and experienced players will provide assgance
during the event, but not too much asthisisacompetitive event! The only equipment that participantswill need is
apair of flat-soled shoes. Additiond free Coaching Sessions have been scheduled before the Competition Sessions
for those who are keen on learning how to play the game (and gain a head gat on their competitors). We expect
thisevent to have many participantsfrom the Borough Council, locd mediaand other locd companies

Experienced players are welcome to our firs one-day Open Golf Croquet event on Sunday 27" August and our
two-day Open Advanced Croquet event on Saturday/Sunday 2™/3 September.



An Open High Bisquers Association Croquet event will take place on Saturday 26" August (H andicap 18+).
At other timesduring theweek there will be aprogramme of inter-club matches
Therewill beaClub afternoon on Wednesday 30", but not on Sunday 27"

All three nenly rdayed lavnswill be used, in addition to two sndler ones on the Bowling Lavns on which there
will be Croquet demondrations, together with commentaries by experienced players (hopefullyt).

If you know of anyone who might be intereted in learning about Croquet, playing in the Carparate Challenge or
gponsoring this event please let Mick or Jon know. Full detals and the entry forms are on our webdte and in the Club
Housa

This event will nead lots of hep in order to ensure that it is a success, with coaching/hdping of novices catering,
managing and jus asiding goectators Please put these dates in your diay and if you can hdp in any way plesse let
Mick or Jon know.

Social

After our successful programme of pub lunches over the winter (well repeet this next winter and definitdy going back
to the Brown Trout - £4.95 for a Senior Citizen's lunch was fantadic vdue for money) were not trying to be as
ambitious during this summer, expecidly given the dightly unusua ssason tha were having. Our current idess are to
have a Soup and Ploughman'slunch on the Officid Opening Day (see dove) and something dse on our Augug Bank
Holiday Monday during Croquet in the Park week. Perhgps dso something in the evening during the Croquet
Chdlenge?

If you have any idess or want to hdp in someway please let Jon know.

Website

We know that some of our members can't access our webdte, which iswhy thisNewdeter isbeing printed and poged
to them. However, thisisatime-consuming effort, which iswhy al updaes are made to the webgte only and only put
on the Notice Board a the club house a irregular intervas— sorry... Well try and phone those of you with no email
addresseswhen therésdgnificant timdy information.

Important Diary Dates

Eager Qunday - Season Opening Aug 26-Sep 3 - Croquet in the Park

May 13/14 - Asoaaion Team @ Southwick Aug 26 - Open High Bigquers Tournament

June4 - Vidt to Ightham Mote Aug 27 - Open Golf Croquet Tournament

June 17/18 - Golf Teams @Compton Aug 28 Bank Holiday - Open Day

July 5 - LadiesTeams @ Southwick Aug 29-Sep 1 - Corporate Chalenge

July 16 - Officid Lawn Opening S 2/3 - Open Advanced T ournament

July 23 — Vidt to Ightham Mote Sp 23/24 - Open Handicap Tournament

Findly, don't forget the lates dates information updates eic. are on the web-dte, 0 if you're asked about Croquet or
dub detalsjug snd them there— http://www.tunbridgewe | scroquet.org.uk.



